SURVEY	10/12/2017	D.Zarfos
 
In June and July of this year, a Citizen Survey was conducted in River Falls and the results are in. Destrey Zarfos has the story.
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DESTREY ZARFOS: 	A REPRESENTATIVE SAMPLE OF 1,500 HOUSEHOLDS WAS RANDOMLY SELECTED TO PARTICIPATE. THOSE HOUSEHOLDS COMPLETED A SURVEY, WHICH WAS THEN MAILED STRAIGHT TO THE NATIONAL SURVEY CENTER. THE RESULTS WERE PRESENTED TO THE CITY COUNCIL IN MID SEPTEMBER. ONE AREA IN PARTICULAR THE CITY WOULD LIKE TO IMPROVE IS SAFETY. ANNA SWENSON, MOTHER OF THREE, UNDERSTANDS WHY AS A STOP SIGN BY HER HOME IS OFTEN OVER LOOKED.


ANNA SWENSON: 	This intersection is crazy. I was out jogging with the baby the other day and if I would have gotten to that intersection five seconds sooner I probably would have gotten hit by the guy who ran that stop sign


DESTREY ZARFOS: 	NEIGHBORHOODS IN RIVER FALLS SCORED 86 PERCENT POSITIVE BUT TRAFFIC FLOW ENDED UP WITH 58 PERCENT. POLICE AND CRIME PREVENTION RESULTS ARE TRENDING UPWARDS BUT ROOM FOR IMPROVEMENT REMAINS, AS THE SCORES WERE 89 AND 85 PERCENT RESPECTIVELY. SWENSON BELIEVES CHANGE BEGINS WITH THE COMMUNITY MEMBERS

ANNA SWENSON:	River Falls I would say is generally a fairly safe community. I am a mom of three, I’ve got a 7 year old and a 2 year old and a baby and I’ve always felt safe with them. I never feel unsafe about where they are, but its just these little things that I think that we can do to better ourselves as a community and its little things like that, obey the stop signs, look both ways before you pull out that kind of stuff.

DESTREY ZARFOS:	ALTHOUGH THE SURVEY INDICATES SOME AREAS NEED IMPROVEMENT. OVERALL QUALITY OF LIFE IN RIVER FALLS IS ON THE RISE FROM 86 PERCENT IN 2013, TO 90 PERCENT IN 2017. FOR FALCON NEWS SERVICE, IM DESTREY ZARFOS.


The complete results of the survey can be found at rfcity.org.
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