POLEVAULT	04/06/16	T.GAUTHIER

	To the general public, track and field consists of the fastest people around or the athletes who can run for miles. But for junior trackster Riley Claude (KLAWD), track and field is the place for the competition of height. Trenten Gauthier has the story.
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TRENTEN GAUTHIER: 	RILEY CLAUDE, A JUNIOR POLE VAULTER AT UW-RIVER FALLS, HOLDS THE OUTDOOR RECORD AT 3.72 METERS, AND HAS SAYS POLE VAULT IS A UNIQUE EVENT THAT NOT MANY PEOPLE KNOW ABOUT.
RILEY CLAUDE: 	THERE’S GOT TO BE SOMETHING DIFFERENT ABOUT YOU IF YOU WANT TO GRAB A POLE AND RUN AT A LITTLE BOX AND TRY TO JUMP THIRTEEN FEET IN THE AIR.
TRENTEN GAUTHIER:	POLE VAULT COACH JASON BRIGGS, WHO HAS COACHED CLAUDE FOR THREE YEARS, SAYS SHE HAS IMPROVED IN MORE WAYS THAN ONE.
JASON BRIGGS: 	MENTALLY AND PHYSICALLY. SHE’S MUCH MORE SOLID TECHNICALLY. AND I THINK SHE DOESN’T LET THINGS BOTHER HER AS MUCH AS SHE USED TO WHEN THINGS DON’T GO AS PERFECTLY AS SHE WANTS THEM TO GO, BECAUSE YOU KNOW SHE IS A PERFECTIONIST. EVERY SINGE VAULT THAT YOU TAKE, AND THAT SHE’S EVERY TAKEN IN HER LIFE HAS BEEN UNIQUE AND NEVER BEEN THE SAME. 
TRENTEN GAUTHIER: 	CLAUDE’S CURRENT RECORD IS 12 FEET AND TWO INCHES, BUT SHE SAYS THAT HER GOALS ARE MUCH HIGHER.
RILEY CLAUDE: 	WHEN I CAME HERE, AND ALL THROUGH HIGH SCHOOL, MY GOAL WAS TO VAULT 13 FEET. FOR THE LONGEST TIME, BECAUSE WHEN I WENT TO STATE FOR THE FIRST TIME MY SENIOR YEAR IN HIGH SCHOOL, I WATHCED THESE GIRLS VAULT 13 FEET. AND I TOLD MYSELF THAT I WAS GOING TO GET 13 FEET. 
TRENTEN GAUTHIER:	CLAUDE SAYS THAT IN ORDER TO REACH HER GOAL, SHE HAS TO JUST BELIEVE IN HERSELF AND HER TRAINING. 
RILEY CLAUDE: 	SOMETIMES I JUST NEED TO LET MYSELF VAULT, AND DO WHAT I’VE BEEN DOING FOR THE LAST SIX YEARS, AND JUST LET MY BODY DO IT. 
TRENTEN GAUTHIER: 	FOR FALCON NEWS SERVICE, I’M TRENTEN GAUTHIER.

	Claude (KLAWD) and the Falcons continue their outdoor season Friday at the Ashton May Invitational at UW-La Crosse.
###
